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 By the end of September, in one month, 3,500 businesses and nonprofits made more than 40,000 applications for the TANF block grant funds. As part of the President's "Move to Work" plan, the Federal Government recently launched a program that gives the states $4.5 billion in additional TANF funds to be used for job training, assistance to parents with children in care, and other efforts to assist
single-parent families and unemployed workers who want to find jobs. The federal government is providing these funds through the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program, originally created in 1996 to help families in need of financial support. TANF is made up of several federal funds that are awarded to the states on a competitive basis. Most states are getting less money than
they originally asked for in their application, but there is a lot of money to go around. The federal funds are awarded on the basis of factors that include unemployment rates, TANF usage rates, and the size of the state's TANF caseload. The funds are awarded on a quarterly basis, with the first funding round scheduled to be dispersed in August. In the next funding round, states with unemployment

rates of at least 10 percent, and TANF caseloads of at least 20,000 individuals will receive more money than they did in the first round. The states with TANF caseloads of between 20,000 and 40,000 individuals will receive the same amount of money as they did in the first funding round. The states with TANF caseloads of less than 20,000 will receive less money than in the first funding round. The
TANF program is different from most federal welfare programs. Typically, the federal government covers the costs of food, shelter, health care, and daycare in a federal program that is designed to provide assistance to needy families. To qualify for TANF, a family must be one of three groups: single parents who do not have another income, families with children in foster care, or families with

incomes at or below 150 percent of the federal poverty level (about $17,570 for a family of two). A family with children in foster care may receive TANF without having to meet the income or poverty guidelines. However, a parent in such a situation does have to be actively seeking work to qualify for the TANF grant. Other types of 82157476af
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